Reinventing Stamford: A Civic Conversation

Group 1:	A. The most pressing green issues:
		
1. Overlooked environmental design factors and no means of controlling
2. Lack of single stream recycling
3. Transportation (internal and connecting)
4. Multiple jurisdictions hampers coherent policy
5. As a result, we are more vulnerable to state control
6. Lack of bike lanes
7. Lack of safe pedestrian environment
8. Education/culture: making green “cool”
9. Losing regional diversity, what is unique about the region
10. Efficient use of energy, lack of benchmarks

B. Opportunities

1. Single stream recycling (90% of waste possible)
2. Trolley system leading to light rail connections to Westchester and other destinations
3. Mill River Park
4. Attracting a major educational institution/center
5. Apply energy star model more broadly for benchmaking
6. Utilizing existing buildings in adaptive re-use rather than demolish
7. Green roofs and using white roof/black roof
8. Leverage Fortune 500 horsepower
9. Business Improvement District Model: A Green District

C. Stamford needs to

		1.	Build community commitment/education: develop strategies to engage
		2.	Have clearly identified goals/objectives
		3.	Develop implementation plan and task force

Group 2:	A. Most pressing green issues:

1. Insufficient network of improvements to reduce pedestrian/vehicular conflicts and support walking, biking alternatives as to driving.
2. Energy demand, capacity, reliability
3. Climate change
4. Public health issues:  current and cumulative impact of pesticides on water quality 

B.  Opportunities

1.  School system as educator about energy use
2. Reduce energy demands of large users  through smart metering and pricing differentials
3. Move to smart appliances
4. Creative strategies for investment—opportunities to sell power back to CL&P

		C. Stamford needs to
	
1.	Get smart:  be pro-active about energy and climate change
2.	Get “buy-in”:  raise public awareness, generate public pride in wanting it to be better, get individuals personally involved
3.	Celebrate successes:   single stream recycling, waste to power generation


Group 3:	C. Stamford needs to

1.	Adopt/create/increase incentives for housing, transportation and energy
		2.	Connect transportation, housing, employment and energy
3.	Improve single-stream recycling, build more community gardens, explore loft        flex space

Group 4:	C. Stamford needs to

1.	Create catalysts for new ways of thinking via educational programs and   
		expanded university options
	2.	Create/expand connections among government, business and citizen leadership
	3.	 Be a regional leader—in a sense, the “Silicon Valley of environmental  
		Leadership”

Group 5:	C. Stamford needs to

1.  	Link important natural and public assets—open space, waterfront, downtown 
(Mill River)—via pedestrian and bike paths with Stamford Transportation Center
	2.	Create a “Living Green” Master Plan
	3.	Promote and educate “Living Green”, if it is to excel as a green city

Group 6:	A. The most persisting green issues 

1. Energy independence/role of EID
2. Incentives for conservation
3. Best land management practices, use of fertilizers
4. Greater Long Island Sound recreational use
5. Safer streets/sidewalks to walk on

B. Opportunities

1. Master plan vision consistent with dept./regulations
2. Green education
3. Attract and hold young people
4. Leadership
5. Role of higher education

C.  Stamford needs to

1.	Bike network
	2.	Pedestrian network
	3.	Zoning

Group 7:	A. The most pressing green Issues 
		
1. Internal transportation
2. Lack of effective communication
3. Affordable housing near jobs
4. Disconnected neighborhoods
5. 21st century training jobs for all populations
6. Current K-16 model doesn’t prepare for new economy
7. Lack of waterfront visibility, access and strategy
8. Lack of grassroots engagements
9. Leadership (trusted) to champion the vision
10. Water quality and portability
11. Lack or regional consciousness

B. Opportunities

1. Replicate, enhance current initiatives and amplify stories to tie strategies together
2. Build on best of regional initiatives
3. Stimulus money for energy programs
4. Leverage Mill River
5. Corporate citizens, volunteerism, talent
6. Grow UCONN Stamford by leveraging business school
7. Support linkages with schools (community colleges and K-12)

C. Stamford needs to:

	1.	Redesign internal transportation
	2.	Re-imagine education
	3.	Build well-designed, accessible, affordable housing
	  
	This requires a shared community vision, an attitude shift, and an understanding of the 
	relevance of green issues to every Stamford resident

Group 8:	A. The most pressing green issues
	
1. Current stock of buildings not “green”. How can existing building be converted to “green”?
2. Subsidizing auto-based transportation at exposure of pedestrian/mass transit
3. Lack of bike/walk paths- youth attractive change mindset of cars as means of transportation
4. Lack of community/diversity of services
5. Where should Stamford focus housing?
6. Protecting environmental green lands/resources
7. Functionality of Stamford transportation centers. 

B. Opportunities

1. Mill River
2. Transportation centers/alternatives
3. Promoting greener buildings
4. Waterfront conservation, public access to beaches. Quality of life made more accessible
5. Convert small parcels to given space- strategic planning to do so
6. Expand integration of UCONN Stamford into water community 
7. Rail transportation

C. Stamford needs to:

1.	Prioritize user-friendly and functional downtown with the Mill River as the 
		focus
	2.	Encourage bike-ways, public transportation and public amenities
	3.	Expand connectivity by means other than auto transport to green space  
		throughout the city

Group 9:	A. The most pressing green issues

1. Transportation- diverse modes
2. Placemaking boundaries- breaking
3. Waste- recycling
4. Access to green places
5. Ability to walk
6. Circulation of people

B. Opportunities

1. Manageable community
2. Employ center
3. Teacher residence

C. Stamford needs to:

1.	Sidewalks to encourage exploration
	2.	Create and sustain community with diversity
	3.	Connections among car, bus, rail and bike


Group 10: 	Green cities- Have major universities; upgrade of UCONN’s stature would help us be a green city
	Transit way-Facilitates flow for and cars and buses
		
Stamford in 2020 will have:

	1.	Vibrant, exciting and culturally diverse city
	2.	Safe, convenient, and pleasurable means to get around, reducing the use of
		autos, using for example  corporate shuttle and innovative loaner bicycle  
		system
	3.	A significant university as a partner for both research and green job creation
4.	Begun preparation for inevitable sea level rise. Using enhanced protection- like augmenting the hurricane barrier, placing limits on future developments along the coast and up the rivers. 
5.	Developed means of monitoring the city’s impact on our carbon footprint.

Group 11:	B. Opportunities:
	
1. Business
2. Sound
3. Proximity to neighboring cities (NYC)
4. Location

C.  Stamford needs to:
 
Preserve its suburban ideal while building a bolder downtown around the transportation centers and to the sound

Group 12:	A.  The most pressing green issues

1. Getting around
2. Higher density
3. Pedestrian friendly
4. Feeling/seeing more green
5. Energy efficiency residential/commercial
6. Local farm
7. How to promote green jobs

B. Opportunities:

1. People/capability/talent
2. Space
3. Natural beauty
1. Proximity/access to NYC
2. University campus
3. Family friendly

C. Stamford needs to:

 1. Become pedestrian friendly
		2. Reconnect the citizens to natural beauty of the city
3. Engage communities of Stamford in green thinking if it is to excel as a green city

